Information Services: More than 200 volunteers across the country transcribe textbooks,
professional materials, music, and recreational materials. ASB regularly records certain
magazines and journals, and will fill individual requests for periodicals not available from
other sources. Transcription Services have a minimal charge for materials. A list of
recorded periodicals is available; periodicals must be subscribed to and are on a loan basis.
ASB operates a retail store, Scnse-Sations, which sells a variety of specialized items for blind
and visually impaired persons. Purchases can be made in the store or by mail order. A
catalog is available on request. ASB also operates a radio station which broadcasts news and
information to visually impaired persons in the Philadelphia area via special radio receivers.

Association of Radio Reading Services (ARRS)

1330 20th Street

Washington, DC  20049

(800) 255-2777 ARRS Information Number

Handicapping Conditions Served: Visual and physical handicaps, problems associated with
aging.

Users Served:   Disabled persons.

The Organization: The Association of Radio Reading Services (ARRS) was established in
1977 to promote the growth of such services throughout the country, and to provide for the
development and sharing of advanced technology and for a unified effort towards
legislation supportive of Radio Reading Services.

Radio Reading Services are independently operated broadcasts of news and information for
visually and physically handicapped persons who cannot read printed materials for
themselves. Broadcasts are presented by trained volunteers and include readings of
newspapers, magazines and books. Now on the air in more than 110 communities throughout
the country, these services operate on a closed channel basis (an FM station simultaneously
broadcasts the service along with its regular programming to designated listeners via special
receivers) or on an open channel basis (local stations interrupt their regular programming
for the service and no special receiver equipment is required).

Information Services: ARRS publishes brochures on Radio Reading Services and how to
establish them. Memos on issues affecting the broadcasts of special programs, such as
regulations of the Federal Communications Commission or, the Office of
Telecommunications, are periodically distributed to member services. Information is
available about possible funding sources and broadcast and .receiver equipment. ARRS will
provide on-site consultation or referrals to other consultants. In addition, ARRS has a free
tape exchange for new and established services, providing loan copies of tapes of books and
feature programs. A newsletter. HeARRSav. is published quarterly, as is the ARRS Tape
Exchange Program Catalog which is also available on cassette. A Directory of Radio
Reading Services in braille and large print, is free of charge to ARRS members.

261back care, polio residuals, spinal cord injury follow-up, and stroke (CVA) follow-up.
